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Grass-roots group grows, wants to limit the reach of government
By Patrick L. Sullivan
06/18

SALISBURY — It’s no secret the Northwest Corner voted heavily Democratic in the last election, but a conservative activist organization has also popped up — Distressed Patriots for America.
Founders Chris Janelli and Vivian Nasiatka hope to “spread the distress” via education and activism — much as they say their opposite numbers on the left do.
And what are the patriots distressed about?
The organization’s Web site has a great deal of material on it, but when asked to boil the agenda down to three items, Janelli, who works in medical software, and Nasiatka, a real estate agent, offered this:
Establishing state sovereignty over the federal government, a primary plank of “A Bill of Federalism” by Randy Barnett, published on the Forbes magazine Web site.
“This would be a significant pushback and showdown led by the states, pushed into it by the people,” said Janelli.
The group seeks to reform Congress, via term limits and parliamentary changes.
“Our leaders tell us we are in danger of a second Depression and we need serious stimulation of the economy,” Janelli said. “But they cannot help but load the stimulus bill with pork.”
“Government is taxing everything in our lives. This is madness.”
Education is crucial, they believe. Nasiatka spoke to the Young Republicans at The Hotchkiss School recently. 
“They have never earned a paycheck. They are willing to believe what elected officials tell them.
“But I think in a few years they will think back to what we were talking about and realize they can do something about it.
The Distressed Patriots are not alone. “I am amazed at the sheer number of organizations, blogs and people doing similar things,” Janelli said, adding he hoped to use the social networking Web site Facebook much as the various Tea Party groups have, and perhaps cross-promote with them.
But he recognizes the need to keep a steady drumbeat going. “The Tea Parties are great, but the next big one is the Fourth of July. We need to be demonstrating every day, millions of people in small ways.”
Michael Kelly of the Coalition Relations department at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C., said the conservative organization does not endorse or monitor grass-roots organizations, but does provide some support. “When the Tea Parties started the organizers contacted us, and we sent Constitutions and fact sheets.
“It’s not for us to evaluate these groups.”
He is not surprised by the appearance of activist groups concerned about the growth of government and of government spending.
“Similar groups are popping up. I think it was starting to bubble up before the election, and when the economy turned it may have accelerated. You never know where the line is, but after the stimulus bill passed, that seemed to be the point” that aroused organized protests.
Justin Bernier, running for the Republican nomination for Congress in the Fifth District, said he was unfamiliar with the Distressed Patriots but quickly added, “We are looking for support from all quarters.
“There are a lot of concerned citizens saying these things and they are being heard in Congress.”
Janelli and Nasiatka were asked if the movement is elitist, or simply anti-liberal.
They rejected that suggestion, talking instead about disempowerment of citizens and a rapidly expanding federal government.
“In the last election, voter turnout was big but still only about 56 percent,” said Janelli.
“If people’s pocketbooks are affected they’re going to do something about it,” added Nasiatka.  “Our job is to get people’s interest and get them to the table.
“The Hotchkiss kids feel there is nothing they can do.”
Janelli jumped in. “Term limits are crucial, to bring people with experience into government, people who can afford to contribute. The average CEO holds his position for seven years, but the average politician is in office for 30 or 40 years.
“This is why government is the way it is. Maybe it won’t change now, but today’s 28 to 30 year olds don’t really understand what $11 trillion in debt means.”
Bernier, asked if the message of the Distressed Patriots, the Tea Party groups and others is resonating, replied “Absolutely.
“People are extremely interested, people are talking, people who were not interested in politics before.
“I don’t think we should be dismissive of people making these points.”
See DistressedPatriots.US for more information on the group.
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